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or agree to greater control by the cen-
tral government over the country’s 
natural resources, the Sunni Arabs 
might then be able to support a revised 
draft constitution which would be a 
critical step in achieving a political 
settlement. 

The administration needs to move 
quickly. Both President Talabani and 
Prime Minister Jaafari—the leading 
Kurd and Shiite, respectively, in the 
transitional Iraqi Government—are in 
Washington this week and available for 
straight talk from the President and 
his Cabinet. 

The United States has done and is 
doing more than our part in Iraq. It is 
up to the Iraqis now to step up to the 
political compromises which need to be 
made if Iraq has a realistic chance to 
defeat the insurgents and to become a 
nation. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
THUNE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that there now be a period for morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On August 9, 2005, two men were 
walking near 18th Street in New York, 
NY, when they were attacked by two 
other men. The apparent motivation 
for the attack were the victims sexual 
orientation. According to police, the 
two men made numerous antigay com-
ments as they passed before hitting one 
of the gay men in the face. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that are born 
out of hate. The Local Law Enforce-
ment Enhancement Act is a symbol 
that can become substance. I believe 
that by passing this legislation and 
changing current law, we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TRAINING CENTER ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 

today to commemorate the 35th anni-
versary of the Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center, commonly 
known as FLETC. Since its inception 
in 1970, FLETC has provided primary 
and advanced law enforcement training 
for at least 81 Federal agencies. It also 
serves as the project manager for the 
International Law Enforcement Acad-
emies. Over the past three and one-half 
decades, FLETC has grown from a 
fledgling organization into the world’s 
premier law enforcement training cen-
ter. For this, and for the countless 
lives that have been saved by the proud 
graduates of FLETC, I extend my 
heartfelt congratulations. 

When FLETC was first conceived 35 
years ago, the training of Federal law 
enforcement agencies suffered from 
varying levels of quality. The costs of 
providing high-quality training were 
far too high for any single agency to 
bear. It was in these prevailing cir-
cumstances that people started to talk 
about standardizing and consolidating 
training operations for law enforce-
ment agencies with similar operational 
skills. That FLETC has managed to 
save taxpayers dollars by creating 
high-quality and cost-effective training 
programs is a tribute to its leaders, in-
structors, and graduates. 

I have a personal connection to 
FLETC because there is a FLETC cam-
pus in my home State of New Mexico. 
The town of Artesia in the south-
eastern section of New Mexico has 
played a special role in the history of 
FLETC. First opened in 1989, FLETC- 
Artesia is one of three full-scale resi-
dential training facilities currently in 
operation. Although originally a small 
college campus, FLETC-Artesia is now 
a 2,540-acre site that includes grounded 
aircraft, large classrooms, drug and 
fingerprint labs, physical techniques 
facilities, outdoor firearms ranges, ve-
hicle proficiency courses, and a number 
of dormitory buildings. 

These and other training tools have 
proven valuable to multiple Federal 
law enforcement agencies. In the weeks 
and months following the devastating 
attacks on September 11, 2001, the 
training environment at FLETC was 
reoriented to address the American 
people’s demands for greater in-flight 
security. The number of students being 
trained at FLETC-Artesia swelled from 
an average of 150 per day to 700 per day 
as part of this mobilization. Air mar-
shals continue to be trained by FLETC 
and the Federal Flight Deck Officer 
training module was transferred to 
Artesia in the fall of 2003. The Border 
Patrol has also consolidated its train-
ing activities in New Mexico. It is 
therefore no stretch of the imagination 
to say that FLETC-Artesia is at the 
forefront in protecting our Nation’s 
skies and borders. 

Mr. President, I offer my congratula-
tions to those who have worked at 
FLETC over the past 35 years. They 

have done their country a great serv-
ice. The fact that FLETC trainees con-
tinue to excel is a tribute to their hard 
work. I am proud to have played a role 
in establishing a FLETC campus in my 
home State and I look forward to 
working with FLETC in the future. 

f 

BARBARA DAVIS CENTER FOR 
CHILDHOOD DIABETES 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor an exceptional organiza-
tion. The Barbara Davis Center for 
Childhood Diabetes provides care and 
support for over 5,000 children and 
young adults with type one diabetes, 
including their families. For their dedi-
cated work and unrelenting commit-
ment to excellence, I wish to honor the 
Barbara Davis Center for Childhood Di-
abetes here today. 

Since 1980, The Barbara Davis Center 
has grown to become the largest facil-
ity in the Nation dedicated to pediatric 
diabetes and is now located on the 
Fitzsimmons Campus of the University 
of Colorado at Denver Health Sciences 
Center in Aurora, Colorado. The staff 
at the Center has worked tirelessly to 
meet the needs of countless children 
throughout Colorado and the entire 
world who suffer from type one, or in-
sulin-dependent diabetes. The Center’s 
clinics received worldwide recognition 
for their care of those affected with pe-
diatric diabetes, a chronic, life-threat-
ening illness. In addition, the Center is 
a first-rate teaching and research facil-
ity on the forefront of the investiga-
tion into the cause, treatment, and 
elimination of diabetes. 

The Barbara Davis Center for Child-
hood Diabetes is relentless in its ef-
forts to treat children with diabetes, 
support their families, and find ways to 
prevent and ultimately cure this dev-
astating disease. For more than a quar-
ter of a century the Center has proudly 
served the children of Colorado, our 
Nation, and the world. Founder Bar-
bara Davis and the staff at the Center 
have dedicated themselves to enhanc-
ing the lives of those affected by diabe-
tes. They are true champions in the 
fight against childhood diabetes, and I 
am honored to recognize their work. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

CONGRESSIONAL COALITION ON 
ADOPTION INSTITUTE 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
tonight is the annual gala of the Con-
gressional Coalition on Adoption Insti-
tute to honor individuals from across 
the country that have helped promote 
the basic but crucial goal of ensuring 
that every child is safe, healthy and 
has a permanent home. 

I am proud to be a member of this 
group, and I am proud of the leadership 

VerDate Aug 18 2005 03:44 Sep 14, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G13SE6.065 S13SEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES9982 September 13, 2005 
shown by our Chairs, Senator 
LANDRIEU and Senator CRAIG. Thanks 
to their leadership and the importance 
of public awareness, this event has 
grown into a true celebration and rec-
ognition of the individuals who have 
earned their award, as an Angel of 
Adoption. 

This year, I am delighted to honor 
Chris Wood, executive director of Mis-
sion West Virginia, a faith-based orga-
nization in my State. Chris and his 
group have undertaken the initiative 
known as One Church, One Child. This 
program which has branches in about 
30 States was started in my State in 
December 2001, thanks to the leader-
ship of Chris Wood and Mission West 
Virginia. Its goal is to raise awareness 
and interest in adoptions from foster 
care throughout the community, but 
particularly focusing on faith commu-
nities. Since its inception, hundreds of 
West Virginians have inquired about 
potential adoptions. About 40 adults 
have been registered and certified as 
foster and/or adoptive parents. But the 
best news is that 25 children have been 
adopted into safe, permanent homes. 
Others are still in the process. This is 
real progress, and it is changing the 
lives of children and families. 

This is a remarkable program. I am 
also pleased to note that my West Vir-
ginia colleague has nominated Drew 
Ornbaun as her Angel in Adoption. 
Drew is a teenager who was adopted 
from foster care, and he has become a 
compassionate spokesperson for this 
initiative and its vital goal—a safe, 
permanent home for every child. 

Chris Wood, executive director of 
Mission West Virginia, is doing impor-
tant work on behalf of children and 
families through the One Church, One 
Child program.∑ 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF MAJOR GENERAL 
REGINALD CENTRACCHIO, U.S. 
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the accomplish-
ments of MG Reginald Centracchio, the 
Adjutant General of the State of Rhode 
Island and the commanding general of 
the Rhode Island National Guard. 
Major General Centracchio retired on 
September 1, 2005, after 48 years in the 
Rhode Island Army National Guard. He 
is the only adjutant general from 
Rhode Island to serve his entire career 
within the Rhode Island National 
Guard, rising from private to the posi-
tion of adjutant general. 

Major General Centracchio enlisted 
as a private in the National Guard in 
September 1957. He graduated from Of-
ficer Candidate School in 1962, and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant, Air 
Defense Artillery. 

Over the past four decades, Major 
General Centracchio held a wide vari-
ety of important command and staff 
positions, including platoon leader and 
battery commander on various missile 
sites throughout Rhode Island; field ar-

tillery tactical intelligence staff offi-
cer and adjutant; recruiting and reten-
tion manager; plans, operations and 
military support officer; director of 
personnel and administration; and di-
rector of plans, operations and train-
ing, Rhode Island Army National 
Guard. 

Major General Centracchio was ap-
pointed the Adjutant General, State of 
Rhode Island, and Commanding Gen-
eral, Rhode Island National Guard, by 
Gov. Lincoln Almond on August 1, 1995. 
On August 1, 2002, he achieved the 
State rank of lieutenant general. On 
July 1, 1996, he was appointed director 
of the Rhode Island Emergency Man-
agement Agency, RIEMA, merging the 
National Guard and Emergency Man-
agement Agency. On January 21, 2003, 
he was reappointed by Gov. Donald L. 
Carcieri as the Adjutant General of 
Rhode Island; he was then appointed 
Rhode Island Homeland Security Advi-
sor. Major General Centracchio is the 
first adjutant general to hold all three 
positions simultaneously. 

During his tenure as Adjutant Gen-
eral and Commanding General of the 
Rhode Island National Guard, Major 
General Centracchio’s leadership and 
commitment were essential in ensuring 
the Rhode Island National Guard 
trained, equipped, and deployed sol-
diers and airmen in support of United 
States military missions at home and 
abroad. His experience and knowledge 
were constantly sought during numer-
ous State emergencies in which Rhode 
Island National Guard troops were em-
ployed to ensure public safety. Under 
his direct supervision, the Rhode Island 
National Guard mobilized and deployed 
over 3,500 troops in support of Oper-
ations Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom, 
and Iraqi Freedom. This represents the 
largest deployment of Rhode Island Na-
tional Guard Troops since the First 
World War. 

General Centracchio exemplifies 
what it means to be a ‘‘soldier.’’ He 
was utterly committed to accom-
plishing his mission and completely 
dedicated to the welfare of his troops. 
He led by example. His service and sac-
rifice sustained the men and women of 
the Rhode Island National Guard and 
will continue to inspire them in the 
years ahead. 

I also want to commend his wife, 
Linda. She also served by his side to 
provide for the men and women of the 
Rhode Island National Guard. Together 
they made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to our Nation and to Rhode Island. 

Major General Centracchio’s superb 
sense of duty and responsibility pro-
vided the citizens of Rhode Island with 
solid evidence of the National Guard’s 
commitment to the State and Nation. 
On behalf of the residents of Rhode Is-
land, I thank Major General 
Centracchio for a lifetime of selfless 
service. I wish him well and salute him 
with the title that he has earned and 
honored. ‘‘Sir, you are a soldier.’’∑ 

NEW MEXICO JUNIOR COLLEGE 
∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, on be-
half of my fellow New Mexicans, I rec-
ognize the outstanding achievements of 
the New Mexico Junior College base-
ball team and applaud their remark-
able world series victory. 

New Mexico Junior College, an insti-
tution with over 3,000 students, is lo-
cated in Hobbs, NM. This southeastern 
New Mexico town is known for its 
abundant natural resources, agri-
culture, attractive yearlong weather, 
and small town charm. Hobbs has long 
been known as the hub of New Mexico’s 
oil industry, and home to the world’s 
gliding community. Now, Hobbs is the 
home of the No. 1 junior college base-
ball team in America. 

The Thunderbird baseball team has a 
distinguished local and national rep-
utation for excellence. More than 85 
New Mexico Junior College players 
have been drafted by professional 
teams, and two of those recently won 
Major League Baseball championships 
with the Florida Marlins and Anaheim 
Angels. However, this is the first na-
tional championship in the school’s 
storied baseball history. 

The 2005 season added to the list of 
accolades for the New Mexico Junior 
College Thunderbirds. The team fin-
ished the season winning 55 out of 65 
games, and outscored their opponents 
44 to 19 during their championship run. 
Head coach Ray Birmingham won his 
700th game along the way and received 
the award for NJCAA coach of the 
year. The team finished with the high-
est batting average in the country. 
Seven Thunderbirds, from a variety of 
positions, received all-conference hon-
ors. 

Besides being great athletes, the 
Thunderbirds continue to show re-
markable character off the field. Four 
players earned Academic All-American 
honors this season, highlighting the 
high academic standards of the pro-
gram. I have always believed that the 
ability to shine on and off the playing 
field is a truly crowing achievement. 

This New Mexico Junior College 
baseball team demonstrated remark-
able teamwork and selflessness 
throughout the season. Players born in 
New Mexico, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, 
Australia, Canada, and across the 
United States came together to realize 
their dreams this season. For that, and 
for all their accomplishments, I com-
mend each and every player and coach 
of the Thunderbird team here in this 
RECORD. May their success be only a 
prelude to future accomplishments, 
and may they continue to represent 
their school, Hobbs, and the State of 
New Mexico with distinction.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING WILLIAM H. 
(HARRY) ARMSTRONG 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to 
congratulate Mr. William H. (Harry) 
Armstrong on receiving the 2005 Rose 
Ann Vuich Ethical Leadership Award. 
The Rose Ann Vuich Leadership 
Award, sponsored by the Kenneth L. 
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